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Pond

I spent most of my young grow-
ing up life in South Pasadena. Asa
boy, the best and greatest part of the
world outside my family’s neatly

Does your renters by John Forsha

policy pay only
depreciated value?

Find out about the Allstate
Replacement Cost on Contents*
option. And recover losses at
today's cost!

Rachel Leyba
1427 Mission Street
South Pasadena, CA
(818) 441-6691

Allstate Insurance Company o

+Available in most siates. liems not

Garfield Park
S.P. Quarterly
Winter 1993

fenced yard, wasjustacross thestreet
in Garfield Park. Thus, when the
subject of the park surfaced duringa
staff meeting as potential editoria]

s s =

MEMORIES-Sally Forsha, the author's mother fondly remembers the pond that used to be
on this spot in Garfield Park. These old stone seats and some jumbled river rocks are all
that remain of South Pasadena's Walden.

repaired or replaced arc adjusted on an
acrual cash-value basis,

Showcase
Antiques

$s¥ allie

AND GALLERY

Furnishings, Paintings, Collectibles

440 South Fair Oaks ; : ; »
Pasadena. CA 91105 ' Wi sl F
(818) 577-9660 Trim A Tree Shop Now Open

Gallery Concept Presents

Holiday Treats
Dec. 3 Ruth DeNicola/Dolls
10 David Reardon/Fiesta Pottery
17 Susan Kuzma/Art Glass
7 - 9 pm Relreshments Served

Special Christmas Hours
Open until 8 pm on Dec. 15-18, 20- 23
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copy, I had to admit that I knew
where it was.

This, as it turns out, is all thata
lot of people know about Garfield
Park. The “where” is easy. The
how’s, who's and why’s proved to
be strangely obscure for something
as large as a park.

We know the city obtained the
property from the Southern Pacific
Railroad in 1920, but there are evi-
dently no records of this transaction.
It seems the roof on the old city hall
leaked badly and most of the files
prior to 1970 were so severely water
damaged that they weredeemed not
worth saving.

All the local archivists and his-
torians mention Garfield Park in
varying contexts withoutever touch-
ing upon the one obvious question
that a kid like me would have asked,
“Who built the nifty pond?

“What pond?”

“Well, it's not there anymore,”
butitused to be the most wonderful

See Pond, Page 42
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magical place a small boy with a
hyperactive imagination could wish
for.

We all have memories that
crackle in our mind’s-eye like crisp
new money, with a sharpness and
clarity thatis stunning over the years.
My memories of Garfield Park and
the pond are such. The pond was
very much a man-made structure,
and must have involved consider-
able engineering skill to re-channel
and “plumb” the existing stream that
used to meander through the park.
It was a terraced oval of river rock
and concrete nestled in the gully at
the foot of Hope Street, which, at the
time, proceeded through the park to
Stratford.

At its upper end was a small,
round catch pool surrounded by a
path and three stone love seats.
Water rushed from the pool down a
short cascade into the lower main
pond. At the foot of the pond, a
concrete spillway and drain swal-
lowed the water as miraculously as
it had appeared in the upper pool.

CHESBRO

~— Ornamental Pruning

South Pasadena...
The City of Trees

All Types and Sizes Shrubs & Trees
Tree Surgery

¢ In business since 1980
e Fully Insured

* Long time resident
* Owner supervised work

Call Terry
(818) 799-4552

Mymotherremembers the pond.
It was part of the landscape when
she was a little girl in the 1920s. She
remembers the stone love seat from
when she was slightly older, but that
is her business.

Anyway, that's the adult pic-
ture. My inner idiot child still sees a
muddy, reed-choked, tadpole in-
fested pond simply teeming with
life. Metallic dragonfliesdarted and
hovered over a thicket of reeds so
dense that the pond’s center ap-
peared solid. This, much to the dis-
may of many mothers whose chil-
drengaveita go,and returned home
encased in mud, was not the case.

I imagine that when the pond
was built, it was a tidy, sparkling
pool with a decorative stone border
and some tasteful water lilies float-
ingasducks paddled about content-
edly. Hell, maybe even a swan or
two — the perfect spot to spread a
blanket by the water’s edge and
unpacka picnichamper while some-
one strummed softly on a banjo.

By the time T arrived onthe scene,
many years of zero upkeep and
neglect had taken their toll, and the
artificial structure had been re-
claimed by the natural — dare I say
it — ecosystem. And nature-wise,
the joint was jumping. Jumping with
spiders, insects, fish, frogs, lizards,
birds and, best of all, crawdads,

From little, almost transparent
babies, to giant lobster-like old-Hm-
ers, all green-brown armor and
dangerous pinchers, the pond was
full of them.

What, you may ask, does a child
do with a crawdad? Lots, but first
you’'ve gotto catchone. I'd finaglea
piece of bacon from my mom for
bait, grab some string and be off to
the pond to toss in my line and wait,
with less than Hemingwayesque
aplomb, for some action. .

Pretty soon, a crawdad would
tip-toe out of the weeds, antenna a-
twitter, to investigate. 1’d wait ‘til
he’d grasped the bait in his pinchers
and then flip him out on the bank.
Then it was simple to pick him up
behind the reach of those dangerous
pinchers, and either pop himina can
for later, or dash off looking for
someone to bother with his fero-
cious display.



“* gometimeswe'd chooseupsides
for a crawdad war. This involved
considerable stockpiling of live
ammunition, kept in tin silos. Pre-
paredness was all. Onehad to main-
tainagood firststrike potential while
keeping an eye on the delicate bal-
ance of power. Pretty heady stuff.
As they say, war is hell!

But, it wasn’t the games that
mattered, it was the pond itself. The
pond was a living, breathing thing.
It was larger than us kids, and bore
our poking and digging at its vitals
with totalindifference. Likeanother

nd of much wider fame, it was a
metaphor for grander things, and
good lessons were learned there.

Sometime, during the 50s, when
my back was turned and I was too
grown up to care anymore, they
removed the pond. My pond.

I have often blamed “them” for
a lot of my disappointments in life.

“Wow, that's too bad! Who did
it?”

“You know . . . them!”

“Bummer !”

Well, it seems there was a lot of
loose talk of the pond being: danger-
ous, unsanitary, a breeding ground
for insect pests and a public nui-
sance. Of course, they wereright. It
was all of those things. It was an
ungroomed, natural place.

Today, I could well imagine our
Freeway Fighters wearing “Save the
Pond” T-shirtsand threatening tolie
down in front of the anti-preserva-
tionist bulldozers.

Meanwhile, at City Hall the
records are consistently absent. The
filesdocumenting the why’s, when’s
and wherefore’s of the pond’s de-
struction, and the closing of Hope
Street, arcall gone. It’sasif the pond
never existed. But, if you know
wheretolook, you canstill find those
old stone and concrete love seats.
And you can sit and wait a spell.

My best guess 1s that the pond and
the stone bridge to be found further

south in the park were a part of the
Raymond Hotel grounds and landscap-
ing and would probably date back over
100 years to the 1885 construction. The
river rock construction in the park is
similar to the old Raymond Waiting
Station at Fair Oaks and Columbia.

Jutzi, From Page 7

Henry E. Huntington, but many
have been donated since his death
in 1927.

One collection of 8,000 old
medical books came from the L.A.

County Medical Association in
1992.

Another collection was spe-
cifically about Robin Hood. Start-
ing in the early 1800s, the Robin
Hood collection contains books
such as “Anecdotes of Archers,”
the predecessor of comic books in
the form of one-penny, printed
tales of the legendary figure;
poems about Robin Hood; songs;
ballads; playbills from plays about

him; a copy of an opera; and spe-
cial wood engravings.

Jutzi tells of the Lincoln ex-
hibit currently at the Library and
the exhibit about King Arthur

planned for sometime in the fu-
ture.

He seemsto be simultaneously

working on 100 different projects
— allinteresting.

Surrounded by rare books and
people who enjoy books, coupled
with the luxurious Huntington
location brings a new meaning to
the quote from Erasmus, “I have
always imagined that Paradise
will be akind of library.”

N 1024 Mission Street

T 818-799.9554
S ¢« PENDING

Children's/Materni {y Resale U

and Cralters' Boutique

Two Stores in One
...Not Just for Kids Anymore!

T A Variety of Holiday Gifts for Everyone on Your List! o
VF N
% Open Fridays until 8:00 p.m, v

South Pasadena, CA 91030

HANNAH'S ¢F

wo s

Call ieday and beneflif from our
professional experienced team

Linda Wilcox

Senior Loan Officer
"Serving the San Gabriel Valley Since 1987
with cver $2000 million dollars in closed loans”

CUB Funding Corporction
A Republic Bancomp Comporation

A Califomia Based Direct Lender

301 N. Lake Avenue
Pasadena, California, 21101

(&618) 683-1710 voice moil

@ Equal Housing Lender. Formerly California United Bank
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argaret and Clilferd M. Hughes Rose Garden in Garfield Park, Rose €OBC
garden s a gift zo South Pasadena f.om the Hughes gstate. abou
Photo by John Forsha  zati

Pacific Asia Museum Seeks Volunteers

The Pacific Asia Museum  andeollege studentsare encour-

Bookstore v sevkingevolunteers
to work inailfacet<ol the opera-
vonolthe museum store. Cash:
ierandretinl expernience ishelp-
ful, but not required.  Volun-
teers will be tradned. Volunteer

hours are flexible. Theh school

aged Lo volunteer,
Houscdinoneof Pasadena's
architeetnraland cultural pems,
the bookstore features materi-
als on the arts, philosophy and
history of Asia and Lthe Pacific
Islands. The bookstore also sells

T?\ﬂ@&[—: 44 (mm

ﬂ@\

PLUMBING, HEATING

LAMBING CO.

Lic. #702532

M B

\

{thru 3/31/97)

(818) 440-1261

DRAIN/SEWER - AIR

¥+ Manager's Special—

3% off Al
Heating Repalrs

* ¥

Dra ins. from $29°" Sg:wer from 549"9

all for dependable service & fair prlcmg

(213) 255-5324

1-800-690-6564
€ Tiple "A° s@o!thr quartet. Get your heating Aiters cleaned of changed today  Avold costly repars of 1eplacements

AAmevalane Comuitly Duradans Chambae of Cammnarecn

souveniritems, che}ry st
posters, crafts” ﬁnﬁ'_
books

- in a .
Pacifie Asm“‘\/h;,seum 1S To~ I

cated at 46 North Los Robles Pun:

Avenuc, one half block north of  schor
Colorado Boulevard in down- tor.~
Lown Pasadena. got
IPor more information on Peop
bookstore volunleer opportuni- 1 thii
ticscall Rebekah Gibsonat(818) and
449-2742, extension 14. . point

Tuesday Musical
Pas. Library Mar

Tedesco, Chopin and others. T

The concert is open to the certv
publicand admissionis{ree. The 4,at
library is handicapped acces- Cents
sible. nut. ’

For information, please call inclu
(213) 256-3743. Shost
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ol thecuspects demanded money
eyt a0 simnlated gun The
pectsthenranfrom the store
with 20D a0 eash hefore driv-
e eI a0 1996 Ford compacl
vebicle
Police <ad they were un-
ableto getacclear deseription of
the ~econd suspect, but o wil-
te=s ot the scene noted the -
vete phite number and police
wore athle to pull fingrers prints
ofl the magazine lefl behind,
Paoliee reparl the suspects, both
deseribed as black males, ap-
proximataely 6:-leet, 180 pounds,
bave not yet heen brought inlo

1600 block of Ravmond 1Hill

Road.

Police arrested twoindividu-
als Friday night for possession
of narcoties afler Lthey were
stopped fora minor traflic viola-
tion al the corner of Monlerey
Road and Meridian Avenue.
Arrested were an Hispanic 20-
year-old male and 19-ycar-old
female, both from Los Angeles.,
Police say they found rock co-
caine, a pipe, mirror and razor
bladesunderthe passengrerseat
ol the vehicele when Lhe arrest
was made,

Police report an atlempled
robbery was made Jast Thurs-

SPPD Chief Mahoney
Retires; Kifective April 1

It was announced last
Thursd; vy that South Pasadena
Police Cliel Thomas M ahoney
will retive from the department
an April 1

This news fullows closely a
letter ef termimation which wasg
sent to Mahoney by City Man-
saer Sean Joyee apparently the
dayv ilter the ity eouncil voled
croanew peliey for disciplining

or discharging chicls of police.

Mahoney, whoe has heen on
paid leavesince August 14, 1996,
had filed a worker's compensa-
tion claim for stress related gas-
Lrointestinal distress.

His last day on the payroll
willbe February 15, and he will
begin receiving retirement hen-
efils on April 1

he was given a $10 bill, not a
$100 When the teller sum-
moned a manager, the suspecl
fled the bank on feol.

An attempled robbery was
alzo reportedly made ot Joe's
Chevron, 1200 Fair Oaks Ave-
nue, ol 1 am. on January 19,
According Lo police, the suspect,

Sce Robbery, Page 7

non se»
recently
flary,
sceond
the resu
bilitatio:
hadbee
part ol
wlan

andies

David Saeta, Cand
SoPas City Counci

Alludinglohishaving grown
up in South Pasadena, David
Sacta’sliterature proclaimshim
to be “the home town choice” in
his bid for City Council. Saeta
graduntled from SPIS in 1977
and moved back here after
graduate school with his wile,
Leshe, to raise their three young
sons in Lhis “wonderful, small
town environment.”

Adamantly opposed to the
freewny, Saeta supports the
position currenlly proposed by
the City; ie., the multi-modal,
low build alternative. Other
points of the Saeta campaign
are Lo provide the vision and
leadership for an ethically and

COMING UP ROSES, SOON-Work has s!arled on the Cixﬂord and Ma.rgam Hughos Momorla! Rosa Garden in
Gartield Park, The Hughes were active in South Pasadena baautification pm]ocu and boquoaxhodfunds forthe rose

garden.

Pho:o by John Forsha
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Garfield Park
South Pasadena Review
19 March 1997

ROSES ARE COMING-One hundred roses were planted last week in the Hughes Rose Garden in Garield Park. A
bequest from the ostate of Dr. and Mrs. Clifford Hughes was the basis for the project. South Pasadena Beautiful
planters are, lirst row, left to right: Pam Hames, Bob Tryon and Ed Setzler. Second row, leftto right:-Mary O'Connell,
Eleanor Johnson, Irving Rector and Toby Hayes. Third row, left to right: Ed Markytan, Helen Pekny, Janet Van Sant

and Linda Setzler. Photo b)f'HG:Q{_C;E{iJ_BgG[,.

.

Hughes Memorial Rose Garden Planted: e

Orfe hundred roses were
planted last week in the recon-
structed and expanded garden
attheentrancetoGarfield Park.

The gardenisaSouth Pasad-
ena Beautiful project as a
memorial to Dr. and Mrs. Clif-
ford Hughes, long time mem-

DON'T ;![SS THIS
MEMORABLE EVENING!
MARCH 31,1997 gy
7:30 p.m. f‘j_g’:ff;m

Pasadena Civic Auditorium

Call (R1QY 4407260

bers and supporters of South
Pasadena Beautiful. A bequest
from the Hughes is the basis for
the project. Benches and a per-
gola will be added as future
donations are received,

Robert Tryon donated the
architectural plans for the total
project. The selection of roses
was planned by Susan ten Gro-
tenhuis. The roses include, Sun

Flare, Touch of Class; Tiffany,
Tournament of Roses, Be-
witched, French Lace, Double
Delight, Mon Cherie and Jo-
seph’s Coat. Frank Burkard
(Burkards Nursery) supervised
the plantings.

There will be a dedication of
the Memorial Garden on May 4,
at 2 p.m. at the site.

Mayo Keystone, Longtime
Resident, Dies at 93
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Inanellort Le el ananswer
on the domr awvaited deeision Lo
bunld Fong DBeach (710)
I'reeway extension, the City of
Alhambrahas Oled Lwoe lawsuits
againstthe federal povernment,
according to n published report
i the Pasadena Star-Nees

The City of Alhambra, nc-
cording tothe Star-Newsreport,
has fled a pair of lawsuits
throuph ils attorneys last Sep-
tember, making the claim that
the city has suffered Mrom smog.
traflic congestion and deaths as
aoresull of the 6.2-mile project
not being eonstructed afler 24

thi

Avcard. Thie one suspect niitk-
g the demanids was deseribed
anoat TR220 vear old Thapioe,
S.0vot-9, 140
ponnds, with o shaved head
Pohee sud e was wepringr a
pay shirt ol the time of the

approsimately

robhery, A second snapect wias
desenbed e TR20 vy old
while the thind could nol e

See Police, Pape 13

Tites Two 710

- : oy L 1 o
Lgainst Feds.

edly Dled o S50 million damagre
claim, contending the city
spends in excess o $380,000 4
vear on roadway mainlenaner
Alhambra officinls sav the lack
of the freeway exlension ciuses
100,000 vehicles to travel an ats
streets daily,

A second suit according 1o
the published repert challenges
the 20-mile Alameda Corridor,
a $1.9 rail-te-road project pre-
pared to open o 2001, It has
already pained state and fed
eral approval Alhambra of1i-
crals elaim the projeet will dras-
tically inerease truck LlrafTic
through the eity.

A PROMISED ROSE GARDEN-F&Ilowing its annual meeting on May 4, South Pasadena Boautiful dedicated the
Hughes Rose Garden In Garfield Park to the Cly of South Pasadena. Pictured above are, lelt lo right: Susanten

Grotenhuis, Pam Hames, LeRoy Hughes, Mayor Paul Zee, Patrie Wilson and Baob Tryon.

Photo by Henk Friezer
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THi: 2 ANOTHER CRAWDAD ON TiHt
lart woewand™ Miesion Wast Arts and Cr

TENTTIT s .
SV Participar
Phe South Pasadena Fire
Deoartment recently partici-
pated o brush fire Lrdnings
peccram held at the Pasadena
ol Fire Departments
from all aver Southern Califor-
nse =howod ofT the Tatest equip-
st available to us becausge of
the extensive mutual aid  pro-

grrnms in this area,

The brush fire season has
started very early this year and
all recidents are urpged te clear

Kngineers' 710
Alternative

Residentsand leadersin the
vommunitics of Alhambra, El
Sereno, South Pasadena and
Pasadena are invited to inspect
an innovative plan to complete
the 710 Freeway between the I-
10 and the 1210 Freeways.

The mecting will be held in
the audilorium of the Arroyo
Vista School, 335 El Centro
Street, on Thursday, May 15, to
view and study the Compromise
Route and Plan from 7 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. at 7:30 p.m. a short
presentation of the background
of the development of the Com-

See Plan, Page 13

Hughes Rose
Presented

The Hughes Rose Garden at
Garfield Park was dedicated and
presented Lo the City on Sun-
day, May 4, following the an-
nualmeetingofSouth Pasadena |
Beautiful.

Mayor Paul Zee accepted the
gift en behalf of the City from
South Pasadena President Pam
Hnmes, The dedication was well
attended by community Mem- “t
bers, the Hughes family nnd%
friends. v

Robert Tryon waslauded for ‘§§
his vision nnd design of Lthe site |
and the Young Musicians Sym-
phony Orchestra of Pasadena
provided music in the interval
between the annualmeetingand
the dedication.
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